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by which it was held. If the tenant were liable to every
kind of work which the lord might see fit to appoint, then his
tenure was unfree ; otherwise the tenure was free. Here,
again, if we attend to the facts of economic reality the
definitions of common law appear unsatisfactory. No doubt
from the legal standpoint everything connected with villein
tenure was determined at the will of the lord. But manorial
practice had hardened into custom, and custom had gener-
ally an authority scarcely less binding than law. Custom
was the life of the manor, and very little was left to
arbitrary caprice1., The extcnta or manorial surveys afford
evidence by their minute details of the certainty of the
services for which the tenant was responsible. He knew
the days when he must plough, reap and thresh, and the
days when he must carry and perform all the other duties
of his office. A departure from the customary arrange-
ments did not pass unchallenged. At Western, a manor
belonging to Ramsey Abbey, a bailiff endeavoured to
defer the ploughing, but the villeins claimed that on Friday
only could ploughing justly be exacted from thorn3. It
would be erroneous, therefore, to regard the tenant in villein-
age as a slave whose services were at the complete command
of the lord. On the contrary, his services were regulated
and fixed, and certain days in the week remained at his free
disposal for his private purposes3. Still the legal definition
was not without bearing, for where work is done day by day
and week by week some uncertainty must exist ; th<* villein
could not always know with certainty all the details of his
work on the morrow.
(Hi.) week The third characteristic of base tenure furnishes from an
economic standpoint the real contrast between free and un-
free tenure. The latter was held on condition of labour,
and the former by the payment of rrnt4. It is true that
1 Cf. supra, p. 39; infra, pp. 44, 76, 81-82, 15^15*). Contract Kos-
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